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People distrust/ ignore what they

Do not understand
Do not control freepik
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freepik

freepik

Do not have competences to solve
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What about teachers and AI?

It is not entirely clear why teachers resist 
towards the use of AI: 

- what kind of truth they feel is hidden from 
them?

- which risks they may identify? 

- what conditions would make them feel 
confident and safe to use AI in the 
classroom?



The aim and the argument

This research aims to clarify the potential of 
XAI to address the critical factors for teacher 
resistance to use AI.

We argue that teacher – supportive 
foundational theories of Michel Foucault's and 
Self-Determination Theory (SDT) once 
applied clarify the potential of XAI to address 
the critical factors for teacher resistance to 
use AI



Teacher resistance critical factors to use 
AI in education

• a) increasing student use of AI tools, which raises dilemmas 
concerning academic integrity, authorship, and the assessment of 
original work, 

• b) integrating AI-generated suggestions into curricula in the way 
that promotes students' critical thinking and is consistent with the 
didactical scenarios, 

• c) teacher professional autonomy being compromised when faced 
with pressure to use tools whose operations they do not fully 
understand and whose impact they cannot completely control.



Teacher – supportive foundational theories of Michel 
Foucault’s and SDT argue that

• XAI is crucial for strengthening teacher agency

• Foucault's perspective reveals XAI's potential to enhance 
transparency, enabling teachers to critically engage with AI-driven 
'regimes of truth' and resist panoptic surveillance

• SDT further explains how XAI can support teachers' fundamental 
psychological needs, particularly competence and autonomy, by 
making AI systems understandable and fostering informed 
decision-making. 



AI in 1965:-)

"Экзамен для меня всегда праздник, профессор!" / Диалоги из к/ф 
«Операция «Ы»...» (1965)

What can we say about teacher’s competence, autonomy, self-
determination and confidence in this video?
How much explanatory and understandable the situation is to 

inform teacher’s decision making?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2oWB3WPuGE


Research in EDU vs IT 

learning problem argument (EDU) persona development (IT)



Thank you for considering learning 
theories for the research and 

development of XAI!
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